Weather in Japan
~ Yudachi (Evening Rain) & Thunder ~

O Yudachi (evening rain)

Yudachi is the sudden heavy rain that falls in the late
afternoon and early evening hours on a sunny summer
day, and is sometimes accompanied by thunder. Finding
beauty in the yudachi, Buson Yosa, a famous Edo-period
poet, wrote the following poem: Caught in a sudden
shower / Sparrows huddle / In the grass leaves. In recent
years, however, abnormal weather patterns bring
yudachi as early as May or June, so that it no longer
evokes a special seasonal feeling. Far from it, today’s
yudachi is beginning to be more frequently associated
with destructive, torrential downpours.

OThunder

Since ancient times, thunder has been strongly
associated with religious beliefs. Places and objects that
have been struck by lightning were often worshipped,
and farmers, whose livelihood depended on the weather,
felt a strong connection to thunder, because thunder
brings rain to their fields.

The Kitano Tenmangu Shrine in Kyoto holds a festival
to honor the god of thunder on June 1 every year.
Frequent thunder signified abundant rain and rich
harvest since olden times, but since it also meant greater
possibilities of lightning damage, prayers were given for
agricultural fertility and few lightning strikes during the
year. The festival is a time-honored tradition that has
continued since the Heian Period (794-1185).
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