<Japanese Words and Phrases> — 7suyu (Rainy Season) —

The period from late May to mid-July every year is a period of
special climatic conditions, and is called tsuyu (the rainy season).
During this period, most of Japan, with the exception of Hokkaido in
the north and the Ogasawara Islands in the south, gets a great deal
of rain.

The beginning of the rainy season is called tsuyu-irs; the period when
the rainy season finishes and summer begins is called tsuyu-ake.
Rice is the shushoku (staple food) of the Japanese, and the high
volume of rain during the rainy season and high temperatures and
sunshine of summer are essential to producing rice. The rainy season
is a very busy time for rice farmers, who are engaged in taue (rice

planting).




