Weather in Japan
~ Satsuki-bare (May sunshine) ~

From April to May, dogwood, azaleas, Japanese
wisteria and other flowers begin to bloom, and the fresh
greenery on the trees is dazzling. This season’s calm
climate is possibly the best of the year. It is also the
season of Golden Week, and a time that is packed with
outdoor activities such as leisurely outings. Weather
updates also give us information before taking
excursions.

Satsuki-bare, meaning “May sunshine,” is when you
look up and see a cloudless blue sky. There is a lot of
debate about whether Satsuki-bare refers to the sunny
weather of May or of June. According to the terminology
used by the Meteorological Agency in their weather
forecasts, it means “the fair weather of May.” It
originally comes from the word “Satsuki” meaning May
in the lunar calendar, and referred to sunny days during
the rainy season. The Satsuki-bare bright blue sky of
May also lifts our hearts and leads to feelings of
contentment.
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