Weather in Japan
~ Chilly Cherry-blossom Season ~

Japan has four seasons. According both to the
general consensus and to meteorological concepts,
March, April and May are regarded as spring; June, July
and August are the summer months; September, October
and November comprise autumn; and December,
January and February are the months of winter.

In March, the days begin to get warmer and nature
starts coming back to life. March is the last month in
the school year and commencement ceremonies are held
all across the country. April, on the other hand, is the
starting month for new academic and fiscal years, and
enrollment or new semester start-up ceremonies are
held in schools and companies. It is also a significant
turning point for business people. Welcoming
ceremonies for newly hired people are held, and a
general personnel shuffle usually takes place in this
month.

Cherry blossoms reach full bloom in April. The
weather, however, is quite changeable at this time of the
year. Sometimes the weather will suddenly turn cold
again, just when the cherry blossoms are at their best.
This 1s called hana-bie (chilly cherry-blossom season).
You can often hear the TV weather reporters reminding
viewers, “Don’t forget to dress warmly when you go out
for cherry blossom viewing.”

There 1s another expression to describe the weather at
this time' natane-zuyu. This term refers to a long spell
of light, and chilly rain in early spring when the
blossoms of the colza (natane/nanohana) are in full
bloom. Sometimes there is a kisetsu-hazure-no-yuki

an unseasonable snowfall) and kan-no-modori (a return
of cold weather), making one shiver with cold.

Although warm spring days are actually just around
the corner, one sometimes feels there is still a long wait
before spring truly arrives. It is at this time of the year
that one must be especially careful not to catch a cold.
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