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Today’s Japan 
～ Low Cost Carriers ～

The abbreviation LCC is heard frequently in the news 
today. It stands for “low cost carrier,” and refers to 
companies that offer air transportation at one-fourth to 
one-fifth the rate of conventional fares by taking 
thorough cost reduction and service efficiency measures, 
such as by charging for in-flight meals and using 
airports with low usage fees. 

LCCs have already taken root overseas, but in Japan, 
they have begun garnering attention only recently, with 
regional airports promoting LCC services to attract more 
travelers and LCCs taking advantage of expanded 
international flight slots at Japan’s hub airports of 
Narita and Haneda. It appears that major Japanese 
airline companies will also be joining the LCC market. 
As LCCs such as Southwest Airlines of the United 
States, Malaysia’s AirAsia, and China’s Spring Airlines 
compete to reduce costs while ensuring the high level of 
safety that is necessarily expected of air transportation, 
it remains to be seen what type of LCC companies will 
newly emerge in Japan. 
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Weather in Japan 
～ Autumnal Rain ～ 

Come autumn, the high-pressure system in the Pacific 
Ocean begins to weaken and a cold high moves down 
from the Asian continent. The two high-pressure 
systems collide and create a stationary front over the 
Japanese archipelago. This stationary front is referred to 
as the autumnal front, and the rain during this period is 
called aki no naga-ame or shuurin, both of which 
literally mean “long rain of autumn.” The weather 
resembles that during the rainy season in early summer, 
but unlike the rainy season, no official announcements 
are made regarding the beginning and end of autumnal 
rain, because there is no clear beginning or end. 

The saying, “a cat’s face stretches 90 centimeters when 
it rains in autumn” means that cold-natured cats relax 
with a wide smile when it rains in autumn, because 
autumnal rain brings warmer days than sunny autumn 
days. It also means that even cats get bored by the long 
rain of autumn. 

Additionally, since ancient times, it is said that “a poor 
rice harvest means an abundant harvest of matsutake 
mushrooms,” because the weather conditions for rich 
harvests of rice and matsutake are completely opposite. 
When there is little rain and many sunny days in 
autumn, a rich harvest of rice can be expected, but when 
there is abundant rain in autumn, a rich harvest of 
matsutake can be expected.  
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