Travel Guide

HOLBY

Kyushu and Okinawa (Fukuoka, Oita,
Saga, Nagasaki, Kumamoto, Miyazaki,
Kagoshima and Okinawa Prefectures)

Fukuoka Prefecture offers a host of sightseeing spots,
including the Dazaifu Tenmangu Shrine, Kushida
Shrine, Sumiyoshi Shrine, boat tours down the
Yanagawa River, Nokonoshima Island, the Mojiko Port
Retro District, Uminonakamichi Seaside Park,
Shiosainomichi Road, and Space World. The Hakata
Dontaku Festival is also a highly popular event.

Oita Prefecture boasts the largest number of hot springs
and the largest spring-water volume in Japan. It also
offers such natural attractions as hot-spring hopping
on the Beppu Hell Tour, the hot spring resort of
Yufuin, Yabakei Gorge and its peculiar rock
formations, and Harajir1 Falls.

Saga Prefecture is famous for the Imari and Arita
ceramics fairs. It is also home of the Ureshino and
Takeo Hot Spring Resorts, the Yoshinogari Ruins
dating from the Yayoi Period (3rd century BC ~ 3rd
century AD) Nijinomatsubara Pine Forest, the
mudflats in the Ariake Sea, Sagajo Castle, Karatsujo
Castle and Yutoku Inarijinja Shrine, and hosts
spectacular festivals such as the Karatsu Kunchi
Festival and Asia’s largest hot-air balloon festival.

Nagasaki Prefecture was the sole point of contact
(Dejima Island) with foreign countries during the Edo
Period, and retains its international atmosphere to
this day Some must-see destinations include Huis Ten
Bosch resort (Danish influence), Sofukuji Temple(®D)
(Chinese influence), the Site of the 26 Christian
Martyrs (official pllgrlmage site designated by the
Vatican), the Nagasaki Atomic Bomb Museum, and the
natural environments of the Kujukushima Islands,
Mount Unzen, and the Iki, Tsushima and Goto
Islands.

Kumamoto Prefecture is well known for Kumamotojo
Castle, which is one of the three great castles in
Japan, Suizenji-koen Park, and Mount Aso-san
(worlds largest caldera). It offers many other sights of
interest, including Kikuchi Valley, Yunoko Beach, boat
riding down the Kumagawa River, the islands of
Amakusa, Oe Cathedral Church(@) the Minamata
Disease  Municipal Museum, the stone-made
Tsujunkyo Bridge, the terraced rice fields of Shiraito
Plateau, and the views from the windows of the steam
locomotive Hitoyoshi(®).

Miyazaki Prefecture called the “home of myths and
legends,” offers scenic spots associated with Japanese
myths and legends such as Takachiho(@), Ebino
Highlands, Mt. Karakunidake, Misogi Lake, Miyazaki
Jingu Shrine, and Aoshima Shrine. Other attractions
worth visiting include the townscapes of Obi and
Tonegawa, the numerous tombs at Saitobaru Burial
Mounds, Nichinan Beach, and the Teruha suspension
bridge across Ayakawa Valley.

Kagoshima Prefecture, symbolized by Sakurajima
Island, boasts a rich natural environment that also
includes Kirishima Island, Uwaba Highlands and the
Airasan Joryo Mountains, as well as rich ancient
historical culture. The Amami Oshima Islands are
famous for their Oshima-tsumugi textiles, and
Tanegashima Island and Yakushima Island, home to
impressive Jomonsugi cedar trees, offer a purifying
natural environment.

Okinawa Prefecture offers visitors a multifaceted
experience, prompting them to not only enjoy fun-filled
marine resort activities, but to also tour the main
island of Okinawa, offering a prayer at the
Cornerstone of Peace and Himeyuri Peace Museum,
and tracing the history of the Ryukyu Kingdom at
Shurijo Castle. Visits to Ishigakijima Island and other
outlying islands also allow visitors to enjoy the sea and
sky to the fullest.
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