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～ Hokkaido ～ 
 

Situated in the northern part of Japan, Hokkaido is a 
vast island that alone accounts for roughly 20% of 
Japan’s total land area. Recent years have seen an 
increase in the number of foreign tourists to Hokkaido in 
winter, attracted by the magnitude of its beautiful 
natural environment and numerous hot spas found 
throughout the prefecture. Below is a brief introduction 
of Hokkaido’s four regions: Do-nan to the south, Do-ou in 
the center, Do-tou to the east and Do-hoku to the north.

In Do-nan, the main tourist destination is Hakodate, a 
city that has flourished since ancient times as a gateway 
to Hokkaido. It was one of the first cities in Japan, along 
with Yokohama and Nagasaki, to conduct trade with 
foreign countries, and still retains many buildings and 
townscapes tinged with Western influence. Especially 
famous are the night views from Mt. Hakodateyama and 
Goryokaku(①), the first Western-style fortress built in 
Japan. 

Do-ou is home to Sapporo, Hokkaido’s largest city. 
Popular tourist attractions include Odori Park, which is 
well known for its view from the Sapporo TV tower and 
the annual snow festival; the historical Hokkaido 
Government Office Building affectionately referred to as 
the “red brick building”; the wooden Sapporo Clock 
Tower; and the Okurayama viewing point, the venue of 
the ski jump competition in the 1972 Sapporo Winter 
Olympic Games. The neighboring city of Otaru is also 
worth a visit, with its well-preserved canal, brick 
warehouses and gaslights lending a unique beauty and 
charm to the city. 

Do-tou exhibits the richest natural environments in all 
of Hokkaido, and has countless tourist destinations, such 
as the Kushiro Marshland, which is the largest wetlands 
in Japan and a treasure trove of wildlife; Lake Akanko, 
known for its growth of spherical moss called marimo(②); 
the coastline along the Okhotsk Sea, where drift ice 
floats to shore; Lake Mashuko, one of the most 
transparent lakes in the world and enveloped in fog most 
of the time; and the Shiretoko Peninsula, a World 
Nature Heritage site boasting pristine forests. 

Do-hoku is a frigid region where a national dogsled 
race is held every year (Wakkanai city). There are many 
sightseeing spots here, including Cape Soya, at the 
northernmost tip of Japan; the remote islands of Rishiri 
and Rebun, where the natural environment remains 
untouched and displays a unique ecosystem; Asahiyama 
Zoo (Asahikawa city), which is garnering widespread 
attention for its creative display methods that allow 
visitors to observe how animals behave in their natural 
habitat; and Hinode Park, where lavender fills the park 
in early summer and an observation deck commands a 
dynamic panoramic view (Kamifurano town). 

Hokkaido offers a wealth of seafood, in particular. No 
matter which area in the prefecture you visit, be sure to 
stop by at a nearby fishing port and savor the best of the 
season’s seafood. 
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