Japanese Folk Tales
— Once upon a Time —
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— The Tongue-cut Sparrow —

Once upon a time, there lived an old man and his wife.
The old man had a pet sparrow, which he cared for with
great affection.

One day, when the old man went to the mountain to
plow the field and his wife was at home, the old man’s
sparrow ate up a bowl of starch that the old woman had
prepared to starch the clothes she washed.

The old woman, in a fit of rage, cut off the sparrow’s
tongue in punishment. The sparrow, with its tongue cut
off, flew as fast as it could into the woods, crying all the
way.

When the old man returned from the mountain, his
sparrow was nowhere to be found.

“Where did my sparrow go?” he asked his wife.

“It ate my starch, so I cut off its tongue, and it flew
away.”

Hearing this, the old man felt very sorry for the
sparrow, and went into the woods in search of it.

After struggling through the dense woods for some
time, the old man somehow finally reached a sparrows’
inn, where many sparrows take shelter. There, he found
his pet sparrow.

Many sparrows lived in the sparrows’ inn. To thank
the kind old man for taking the trouble to come to them
so deep in the woods, they prepared a lavish feast for the
old man and presented him with a take-home gift before
he headed back home.

There were two gifts. The sparrows asked the old man
which he would like to take home, the large or small box.

“The smaller one would be fine,” the old man said, and
made his way home carrying the small box.

When he got home, the old man opened the small box,
to find it filled with gold coins. Seeing the coins, the old
woman berated the old man, saying, “Why didn’t you
choose the larger box? It must have been filled with even
more gold coins. I shall go to visit the sparrows’ inn and
receive the larger box.” With that, she scurried into the
woods.

When the old woman reached the sparrows’ inn, she
seized the large box from the sparrows and left in a
hurry. However, when she opened the large box back at
home, a swarm of insects, snakes and monsters poured
out from the box.
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