m
>
k=il
=
>
<
@
=
@,
o
S5

tLwo> LD I 2

TE=v TR wLife Living a Fulfilling Life in Japan

7

e ©

/ : s 5 — — —
".,ﬂ Iézzzing:ngt Z.SZmeng Essay from a Past Japanese ( ’,,;’a 1\%- j é%%j«wﬁ 9 5 ;)a 2 £®% 7’&;&% |
AN 5 € A &
What is the World’s Greatest Present? HtR—I IS5 Ll \7 PV RoT?
£0 5 Lolnd Lidis PNAEDZLCAE D
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The World’s Greatest Present 01T B T 1 ]

Catalan Roland Gundran

What do you think is the world’s greatest present? Perhaps a
full course dinner at a high-end restaurant or a large gem stone
accessory? Or how about a high-performance car or a high-rise
condominium? Previously, I would have dreamed of such
luxuries, too. However, these were not the world’s greatest
presents. I found the answer in Japan.

I came to Japan three years ago. Construction work is in no
way an easy job. When I feel myself beginning to lose heart, I
try to muster some energy by thinking about my family back in
the Philippines.

Last year, the son of the president of my company had a
baby—a very cute baby girl. My thoughts instantly drifted to
my own child. The baby girl’s name is Nanami-chan. Nanami
means “seven seas,” in reference to the seven seas of the world.
I learned that the baby was so named with the hope that she
will have the opportunity to see and experience as many things
in the world as the seven seas and lead a happy life. This
surprised me. In the Philippines, when we name our children,
we do not give them names that are filled with such profound
meaning. Children are commonly given a name that is a mix of
their parents’ names or the same name as their grandfather or
father, or they are named after a celebrity or other famous
person. The company president’s son is named Masaki-san.
“Masa” means “straight,” and “ki” means “tree.” He was given
this name with the hope that he will grow up to be an honest
person like a tree that grows straight toward the sky. His wife
is Ayumi-san. Ayumi means to “walk” or “step forward.” She
was so named with the hope that she will live her life

treasuring each step of her way. I learned that to the Japanese,
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their names are the very first present they receive from their
parents.

There are more than 100 million people living in Japan. This
means there are also that many names filled with hopes and
love from parents to their children. I was struck by how Japan
is filled with so much love. The way the Japanese people name
their children impressed me very much.

What a wonderful present a name is! No matter how fancy a
dinner may be, it disappears once you eat it. Even an accessory
or car will one day break. Even if they don’t break, you cannot
take them to heaven with you when you die. A name, however,
belongs to each person for their entire life. Moreover, it
remains as proof of their having existed, even long after they
die. I will soon complete my training in Japan and return to the
Philippines. If, or when, I have another child, I wish to give
them my greatest present filled with hopes for their happiness.
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With regard to this essay, the chairman of the contest
screening committee commented that the essay lured him into
reading on to find out what the world’s greatest present is and
finally arrived at an answer found in Japan. That answer was
the very first present that parents give their children with all
their love—their name. He noted it was both unexpected and
convincing that the answer was right in our immediate
surroundings.

The essay spotlights an event that happened to a Japanese
family with whom at his place of training the technical intern
trainee interacts. Like him, the hint to writing an essay might
perhaps be right near you. We invite you to look for those seeds
of essays around you and challenge yourself to write an essay for
the contest, too.

* The essay has been published precisely as written in Japanese
by the technical intern trainee. The furigana has been added

by the Editing Department.

Other winning essays from past contests and videos of
awardees may be viewed in the website version of Technical
Intern Trainees’ Mate.
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