<Japanese Words and Phrases>

- Nyugakushiki/Nyushashiki (School Entrance Ceremony/Company
Initiation Ceremony) -

In Japan, April is the beginning of the year for schools and
companies.

Schools hold nyugakushiki (school entrance ceremonies) for their
new first-year students. Most elementary schools will hold their
nyugakushiki on April 6 this year. This will be a perfect time,
because the cherry blossoms will be in full bloom, cheering on the
students as they enter new schools.

Companies also hold nyushashiki (company initiation ceremonies)
for their shinnyu shain (new recruits). At these ceremonies the new
recruits are officially recognized as employees, and from the
president and others, they receive words of encouragement that are
meant to instill in them a sense of belonging. This custom, based
around the mass hiring of recent graduates, is unique to Japanese

companies.




