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Period of enrollment in the pension insurance system Number of months 

6 months – 11 months 6 months 

12 months – 17 months 12 months 

18 months – 23 months 18 months 

24 months – 29 months 24 months 

30 months – 35 months 30 months 

36 months and over 36 months 

 

 

 April Bulletin  
 
<Health> ‐Hanabie (Cold Days in Cherry Blossom Season) ‐ 

From late March to early April, the weather becomes truly 

spring-like, and at this time the cherry blossoms are at their best in 

most areas. However, there can also be unexpectedly chilly days at 

this time. There is a phrase that refers to the unstable weather 

during this period: Haru ni mikka no hare nashi. This means “You 

don’t get three warm days in a row in spring.” These chilly days are 

generally called hanabie (cold days in cherry blossom season). In 

some places there might even be haru shigure (spring drizzle) or 

mizore (sleet). Be sure to wear warm clothes when you go out for 

yozakura kenbutsu (viewing cherry blossoms at night).  

 

 <Japanese Words and Phrases>  
‐Nyugakushiki/Nyushashiki (School Entrance Ceremony/Company 

Initiation Ceremony) ‐ 

In Japan, April is the beginning of the year for schools and 

companies.  

Schools hold nyugakushiki (school entrance ceremonies) for their 

new first-year students. Most elementary schools will hold their 

nyugakushiki on April 6 this year. This will be a perfect time, 

because the cherry blossoms will be in full bloom, cheering on the 

students as they enter new schools.  

Companies also hold nyushashiki (company initiation ceremonies) 

for their shinnyu shain (new recruits). At these ceremonies the new 

recruits are officially recognized as employees, and from the 

president and others, they receive words of encouragement that are 

meant to instill in them a sense of belonging. This custom, based 

around the mass hiring of recent graduates, is unique to Japanese 

companies.   
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 ４月のミニ情報
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