A Calendar of Words
Seasonal Words for March

The traditional Japanese name for March is yayoi. The
“ya” in yayor literally means “at any moment now” or
“ever more,” and “of’ means “to grow.” Yayoi therefore
refers to the month when plants start to grow thicker
and thicker.

As might be expected, many seasonal words for March
are related to plants. One such example is natane-tsuyu
(also natane—zuyu), a word which literally means
“rapeseed rain.” Tsuyu, or the rainy season, is generally
considered the period that begins roughly twenty days
before and ends roughly twenty days after the summer
solstice. However, regions west of Kanto along the
Pacific coast sometimes experience unsettled weather
from around mid March to early April, just when the
warmth of spring finally begins to set in. This unsettled
weather is called shunrin (long rain of spring), in
reference to the long drizzling rain that continues during
this period, or natane-tsuyu, because it starts to rain
when rape blossoms reach full bloom slightly before the
cherry blossoms.

In Japan, the fiscal year ends in March, and a new
year begins in April. For this reason, March is often
described as the season of farewells or departures, but it
is also a season when spirits soar in anticipation of new
beginnings. Along with the scents of spring, we hope the
spring flowers will deliver wonderful new encounters to
you all.
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