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A Calendar of Words

Seasonal Words for June
In Japan, it is often the case that in June and October, schools and businesses will engage in koromogae. This means that
they change from winter to summer uniforms and vice versa. Because of this, you can actually see the transition from
spring to summer and from fall to winter.
The sixth month of the year in Japan’s old calendar was called Minazuki, and this term is still used as a name for the
sixth month in the modern calendar. There are a variety of explanations on the origin of the name Minazuki. One common
explanation is that, as the kanji in the word imply, the sixth month is the month in which the rainy season ends and there
is no more water. However, another explanation is that Minazuki comes from Mizuharizuki, a name which refers to the
fact that the sixth month is the month in which the rice planting is completed, and the rice fields are flooded with water.
In Europe, there is a saying that women who marry in June will be happy, and women who have their wedding
ceremonies in June are called “June brides.” June in Europe is the month with the lowest rainfall and the longest
continuous periods of good weather, and so it is no wonder that a lot of couples get married in this month.
Japan’s tsuyu (rainy season), when it rains continuously, falls in June, and so the month is not really suited for weddings.
However, there are a lot of women who want to be June brides, and June is apparently second only to October, when fine
weather continues for comparatively long stretches, as the month in which the most people get married.






