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A Calendar of Words
Seasonal Words for May

The series of national holidays and one weekend that runs from the end of April to early May in Japan is generally called
Golden Week (sometimes abbreviated to GW), and is also called ogata renkyu. Many people use this period to go on short
jaunts or longer trips to visit their parents or just have a holiday. Some people head overseas.

This time of year is ideally suited for leisure activities, with clear skies (called satsuki-bare), and fresh south breezes
(known as kunpu) playing over the fresh greenery in fields and mountains.

Considering that the term satsuki-bare was first used in the Edo period, when a lunar calendar was employed, the period
it referred to (the fifth month) would be the sixth month in the present solar calendar, and it would have originally meant
clear weather after the rainy season. However, these days it means clear May skies.

May can also be written as satsuki. One explanation of the origin of this name says that it is short for sanaezuki, a name
used because in May the rice seedlings (sanae) are planted in the fields. The standard explanation is that satsuki means
the month when rice cultivation commences.






