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A Calendar of Words

Seasonal Words for April

Japan has four seasons. We generally classify spring as lasting from March to May, summer as lasting from June to August, fall as
lasting from September to November, and winter as lasting from December to February. However, these classifications don’t necessarily
always match the changes in the weather. Changes in the weather are gradual in Japan, and so it is difficult to divide the transitions up
into four seasons. For this reason, we sometimes talk about the seasons using a system of 24 or 72 seasonal divisions, or a system of 72
seasonal divisions, one of the systems that originated in ancient China.

In Japan, the fourth lunar month is known as uzuki. The fourth month is when the utsugi (Deutzia) flowers bloom, and it is generally
accepted that the name of the month originated from a contraction of “u no hana-zuki’ (“month when the Deutzia blossoms”). April in
Japan is the month when the new fiscal year and new school year start, and so schools and companies hold entry ceremonies during this
month.

April is unusual in having many seasonal words that refer to flowers. Of course there is sakura, but we also have hana-gumori (referring
to the hazy, cloudy sky at the time when the sakura blossom), hana-bie (a sudden cold snap at the time when the sakura blossom), and
hana-fubuki (the scattering of the sakura blossoms), among others. The profundity and beauty of the language can be felt in all of these
words.






