Japanese Foods Near You
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— Foods That Are Made into Decorations —

Mochibana (literally, “mochi flower”)

Mochibana is a decoration made by attaching small
clusters of red and white mochr to willow branches to
resemble plum blossoms, and is displayed on Lunar New
Year (refers to January 15 today). It symbolizes a prayer
for agricultural fertility in the New Year, and celebrates
the year’s rich harvest in advance. The willow branches
represent ears of rice hanging low with the weight of

their harvest.

Blowfish lantern

An inflated blowfish looks almost comical. The
blowfish lantern is made by removing the insides of the
fish, fixing up its appearance, drying it, and spraying it
with varnish. It takes some skill, especially in removing
the skin without ripping it. Sold in souvenir shops and
frequently found in Japanese-style pubs, the blowfish
lantern has an even rounder appearance than the real

blowfish, and makes for cute decoration. It is hard to

believe that the lantern is made from a real blowfish.

Easter egg

Easter is a Christian festival commemorating the
resurrection of Christ. To celebrate Easter, people give
Easter eggs as gifts to each other or display them as
Easter decorations. Anyone can easily make Easter eggs.
First, make a small hole on the top and bottom of a raw
egg and blow out the yolk and egg white. After washing
the eggshell with water and letting it dry, all you need to
do is draw pictures and patterns on the shell using
watercolor paint or other coloring implements. It might
be fun to make and decorate your room with many

Easter eggs.
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