Japanese Folk Tales
— Once upon a Time —
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Warashibe Choja (The Straw Millionaire)

Once upon a time, there lived a young man who was very
poor. One day, he went to the temple and prayed fervently to
Kannon, the goddess of mercy.

“Kannon-sama, please make me rich,” he prayed.

Kannon then appeared and said to him, “If you wish to
become rich, cherish the first thing you grab in your hand after
leaving this temple.”

Upon hearing these words, the young man started to walk.
However, right outside the temple, he suddenly tripped on
something and fell down. When he stood up, he found he was
grabbing a straw in his hand. The young man was slightly
disappointed that the first thing he grabbed ahold of as Kannon
said was simply a straw, but he began walking again, obeying
Kannon’s teaching and holding the straw carefully.

As he was walking, the young man came upon horseflies
flying about. He caught one and tied it to his straw. Holding his
straw with a horsefly tied to it, the young man next came across a
child crying on the side of the road. At the sight of the straw and
horsefly in the young man’s hand, the child suddenly stopped
crying and began laughing. The young man thus gave the straw
to the child, and in return received a tangerine from the child’s
mother.

Soon after the young man had begun walking again with the
tangerine in his hand, he encountered a young maiden on the side
of the road suffering from thirst. He offered the young maiden
his tangerine, and the young maiden was very grateful. In return
for his kindness, she gave the young man a roll of beautiful cloth.

When the young man began walking again carrying the roll of
cloth, a man pulling a weak horse came walking toward him.
Upon seeing the roll of cloth in the young man’s hand, the man
asked the younger man if he would trade his cloth for his horse.
Since the man insisted, the young man agreed. The horse,
however, fell sick, so the young man spent the entire night
nursing the horse as best he could. The next day, the horse
became well again.

As the young man was walking with the horse he had nursed
back to health, he came across a large house with a man standing
in front of it. Upon seeing the horse, the man said, “What a fine
horse. I am about to embark on a journey, but I have no horse.
Would you give me your horse if I give you my house and land?”
The young man thus ultimately became the owner of a large
house, and lived happily ever after.
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