Japanese Folk Tales
— Once upon a Time —
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Omusubi Kororin (Tumbling Rice Balls)

Once upon a time, there lived a

kind-hearted old man. One day,

@ when the old man went to the
@ mountain to gather firewood and
ﬁ!)ww

lunch, one of the rice balls fell and went rolling away.
The old man chased after the rice ball, but it rolled into a

hole in the side of the mountain just large enough for a

opened a wrapper of rice balls

that he brought from home for

person to squeeze through.

The old man peeked into the hole. And from deep down
the hole he heard happy voices singing,

“Omusubi kororin, sutton-ton!” (A rice ball came
a-rolling, rollin’-rollin’!)

Wondering where the song was coming from, the old
man crawled into the hole and found a large number of
mice living inside. The mice were feasting on the rice
ball he had dropped and singing the song he heard
earlier.

Enchanted, the old man stood at the bottom of the hole
listening to the mice’s singing, when one of the mice
noticed him.

“Is this rice ball yours? It was so delicious, we ate it
all,” the mouse said with an apologetic look.

Then, another mouse presented the old man with a
gift,
gratitude.”

saying, “Please accept this as a token of our

The old man crawled out of the hole, returned home,
and opened the gift to find it full of gold coins and mochi
rice cakes.

The greedy old man who lived next door heard about
the mice’s gift and went off to the mountain, thinking to
drop a rice ball into the hole on purpose and receive an
armful of treasure.

On the mountain, he found the hole and dropped a rice
ball into it. And from the hole he heard voices singing,

1

“Omusubi kororin, sutton-ton!” (A rice ball came
a-rolling, rollin’-rollin’!)

The greedy old man, without even stopping to enjoy
the song like the kind old man did, crawled into the hole.
The mice, however, showed no sign of presenting him
with a gift. Angered, he decided to get his hands on the
treasures by frightening the mice, and meowed like a
cat. At that, all the mice went running away, leaving the
hole pitch dark. Unable to find the exit, the greedy old

man became trapped in the hole, so it is said.
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