Japanese Folk Tales
— Once upon a Time —
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Nezumi no Sumo (Mouse Sumo)

Once upon a time, there lived an old man and his wife.
One day when the old man went to the mountain to cut
firewood, he came across two mice, one fat and one
skinny, engaged in a sumo match. “Hakkeyoi, nokotta!”
“Hakkeyoi, nokotta!” No matter how many bouts the old
man watched, the skinny mouse always lost. He then
realized that the skinny mouse was a mouse that lived in
his house.

After returning home, the old man told his wife about
the mice and their sumo match, and the two of them felt
pity for the skinny mouse. Although the old couple was
poor, they made mochi rice cakes for the skinny mouse
using the mochi rice they kept for the New Year, and
placed them in the attic.

The following day, when the old man went to the same
place and sneaked a peek, he saw the previous day’s mice
engaging in a sumo match. The skinny mouse that kept
losing the previous day was winning, and this made the
old man happy. After a number of bouts, the fat mouse
asked the skinny mouse, “What made you suddenly
strong?” “I went home yesterday and found mochi cakes
in the attic —thank goodness!—and ate them,” the
skinny mouse replied. The fat mouse then said, “How
lucky you are! My house is rich, but they’re so stingy,
they’ve never given me mochi cakes.” “Then why don’t
you come to my house tonight to eat mochi?” the skinny
mouse said. Upon hearing this conversation, the old man
hurried home and told his wife. The old couple decided
they would use the rest of the mochi rice to make mochi
cakes for the two sumo mice. They also made red
loincloths for them in place of sumo thongs and placed
them in the attic.

That night, the fat mouse came to the old couple’s
house, and the two mice delighted at the mochi cakes
and loincloths. As a token of his gratitude, the fat mouse
left a gold coin that he brought from his house.

The next day, the two mice wore their red loincloths
and had a sumo match. They each won and lost and were
evenly matched, and entertained the old man who
became their spectator. And with the gold coin they
received, the old man and his wife bought plenty of
mochi and rice for the New Year.
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