Japanese Folk Tales
— Once upon a Time —
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— Kaguya-hime
(Tale of the Bamboo Cutter) —

Once upon a time, there lived an old man and his wife.
One day, when the old man went to the bamboo forest to
cut some bamboo, he came across a shining stalk. When
he cut it open, he found inside it a cute baby girl the size
of his thumb. He and his wife decided to raise her as
their own child, and named her Kaguya-hime.

The little girl grew into such a beautiful young lady,
that she was known for her beauty throughout the
village. Before long, five princes came to ask for
Kaguya-hime’s hand in marriage. “I am getting on in my
old age. It would give us peace of mind if you would
choose a husband from among them,” the old man said.
Kaguya-hime replied, saying “I shall marry the one who
is able to bring me the treasure I ask for,” but no one had
ever heard of the treasures she requested, and none were
able to comply with her wishes.

Eventually, news of the beautiful princess reached the
Emperor’s ears. Wishing to meet her, the Emperor paid a
visit to the old man and his wife. Kaguya-hime, however,
refused to see him, and would not come out of her room.
Now wishing more desperately to see Kaguya-hime, the
Emperor stole a peek inside her room, and laid eyes on
her ethereal beauty.

The Emperor wrote many letters to Kaguya-hime
asking her to marry him, but all in vain. After three
years had passed in this way, Kaguya-hime began to
gaze at the moon every night with tears in her eyes.
When the old man asked her what was the matter, she
revealed to him, “I come from the moon, and must return
when messengers from the moon come to take me back
on the night of the next full moon. That is why I am
crying.” This revelation shocked and saddened the old
man and his wife. The Emperor, upon hearing about
Kaguya-hime’s plight, even dispatched his troops on the
night of the full moon to drive away the messengers, so
determined was he not to let them take Kaguya-hime
away. However, alas, the heavenly entourage could not
be bested. Kaguya-hime bid a sad farewell to the old man
and his wife, gave the Emperor an elixir of immortality
as a parting gift, and ascended to the moon.

With Kaguya-hime gone from his life, the Emperor
saw no need for an elixir of immortality, so he took it to
the highest mountain and burned it. From then on, the
mountain came to be called the mountain of immortality,
or Mount Fuji (figifushi means immortality in
Japanese).
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