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Today’s Japan
~ Bear Sightings ~

This past October saw a rash of incidents where people
have been attacked and seriously injured by bears that
have appeared in residential areas. They were first
reported in Yamagata and Fukui Prefectures, but have
also been reported in Kyoto and Niigata Prefectures
thereafter. As winter deepens, such incidents have been
occurring even more frequently in many parts of Japan.

Bears normally live in the mountains and forests
feeding on nuts and berries, but it is said that the poor
acorn crop caused by the record hot summer this year is
driving bears to wander into towns in search of food.

However, the surge in bear sightings during the past
few years is also being attributed to a number of other
factors. For example, some say that the bear population
has increased as a result of global warming, which is
bringing less snowfall and milder winters. There are also
some who say that bears are coming down from the
mountains, because the ageing rural population is
becoming unable to take care of the mountains and
forests that have long served as a buffer between their
villages and the bears’ habitat.

Wearing a bell when entering the mountains is an old
and well-known practice to warn away bears. Indeed,
making noise has proven to be an effective way of
alerting bears of one’s presence. Bear bells, whistles, and
other survival goods are enjoying brisk sales this winter,
so much that their production can hardly keep up with
demand.

Communicating Feelings in Japanese
~ Words of Reply ~

It is important to respond when someone calls your
name. In Japanese, you would reply by saying, “Hai” It
can be said that communication, which is essential to
living in society, begins with this word of reply.

Un s also a word of reply, but one that is more fit to be
used by small children or among close friends. As a
member of society, it is more proper for technical intern
trainees to use hari When you receive an instruction
from your superior, it would be wise always respond with
hai, and never with un.

In Japan, children are repeatedly taught to say “Har’
when their name is called, in their first year of
elementary school, as soon as they begin compulsory
education. For some reason, however, many young
people today barely respond when called on.

Remember to always respond with a hai and
cheerfully at that, because the Aars response is even said
to reflect the speaker’s age and state of mind.
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