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Today’s Japan
~ Tokyo Sky Tree Poised To Become the
World’s Tallest Tower ~

Sumida Ward in Tokyo is well known for its many
beautiful bridges across the first-class Sumida River, as
well as for the Kokugikan sumo hall and numerous sumo
stables. In this landscape where the Edo spirit still
lingers, construction of the Tokyo Sky Tree broadcasting
tower 1is currently underway. When the tower is
completed as scheduled in spring 2012, it will be the
world’s tallest, rising to a height of 634 meters. There is
a special reason for this specific height, and that is
because the number “634” can also be read as “Musashi,”
an old name for the Tokyo region, and it is thought that
this play on words would make it easier for people to
remember the official height of the tower.

Construction of the Sky Tree began in 2008. By
February 2010, it had grown to more than 300 meters.
As the tower began to rise above the buildings in the
vicinity and to stand out even from afar, people’s interest
in the tower also began to soar. An increasing number
are going out of their way for a closer look at the
construction site, or are taking photos of the Sky Tree
from increasingly farther locations and posting them on
the Web. Condominiums and hotels that offer a view of
the Sky Tree are taking maximum advantage of this
opportunity and their location to attract tenants and
guests.

The first observation deck (350 meters) is slated for
completion this summer. The steady progress and
growing height of the tower are bound to continue
stimulating public interest in the Sky Tree.

Communicating Feelings in Japanese
~ Words of Reunion ~

When meeting someone for the first time, Japanese
people typically say, “Hajimemashite,” which literally
means, “we meet for the time.” After this opening, they
introduce themselves and start a conversation.

When meeting someone for the first time in a while, it
is common to say, “Ohisashiburi desu (we haven’t met in
a while).” If you add to this greeting such phrases as
“How are you?” or “How have you been?” and ask about
the other person’s welfare during the time you two
hadn’t met, you will probably receive all sorts of
responses and find yourself deep in conversation in no
time at all. You and your conversation partner will
quickly share the joy of meeting each other again and
catching up on each other’s lives since the last time you
met.

The most common word of parting is perhaps
sayonara. However, using that term alone makes a
parting seem too final. To express your hopes and wishes
of meeting again, you might want to add a few words
that include the word mata (again), such as “Matane (see
yow),” “Soredewa mata (please take care),” or “Mata
oaishimashou (let’s meet again).”

Soredewa mata, let’s meet again in the August issue of
this column!
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