Weather in Japan
~ Kogarashi: Cold Winds of Winter ~

Kogarashi refers to the dry, northerly winds that blow
parallel to the isobars near Japan at maximum wind
velocities greater than 8 m/s between late autumn and
early winter when the typical winter weather pattern
sets in and brings high pressure to the west and low
pressure to the east. True to its name, which is written
using kanji characters that mean “tree-withering wind,”
the kogarashi blows leaves off trees so that they are left
looking barren. It is also written using the single kanji
character Jf, which originated from the combination of
the characters for wind J& and tree &.

The first kogarashi of the year is called kogarashi
ichigo (ichigo = no. 1), a term that appeared in
newspapers for the first time in 1973. It is an indicator of
the transition from autumn to winter, and is now widely
considered a seasonal phenomenon that heralds the
coming of winter. The Meteorological Agency announces
the advent of kogarashi ichigo in the Kanto region and
the Osaka District Meteorological Observatory in the
Kinki region, but no announcements are made regarding
similar winds that blow elsewhere.
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