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A Calendar of Words
Kasa kasa (Rustle, make a rustling sound)
In Japan, when the fall comes and the leaves turn red and yellow, a lot of people go on pleasant trips and outings to engage in momijigari,
or looking at the fall leaves. Similarly to Aanamiin spring, this is a type of outing enjoyed by many Japanese people.
The rows of ginkgo trees in the outer garden of Meiji Jingu Shrine in Tokyo were planted in 1923. Today the garden is such a beautiful
area that it is often used as a backdrop for scenes in TV dramas and the like. In the fall, the 146 ginkgo trees planted on each side of the
path seem to form a long golden arch, and as you walk along, the fallen ginkgo leaves make a pleasant kasa kasa (rustling) sound. An art
gallery can be seen at the entrance to the path, forming a lovely composition.
Kasa kasa is used to describe the sound made when dry things rub against each other, for example “Ochiba ga kasa kasa to naru’ (“‘Dry
leaves rustle together”). Kasa kasa can also be used to describe someone’s skin becoming dry, e.g., “(Fuyu no) samusa to (kuuki no) kanso
de hada ga kasa kasa suru’ (“The (winter) cold and the dryness (of the air) make one’s skin dry”).
As the difference in temperature between day and night gradually becomes greater, and dew begins to appear on the plants and the
colored leaves scatter, fall approaches its end.
It will soon be time to get our winter clothes and our heaters ready, and to prepare for winter.






