Japanese Folk Tales
— Once upon a Time —
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Kachi-kachi-yama

Once upon a time, there lived an old man and his wife.
One day, just as the old man had finished planting seeds
in his vegetable field, a raccoon dog came by, dug them
up, and ate them all. Angered by this, the old man
captured the raccoon dog, tied it up with rope, and took it
home to his wife. “Let’s have raccoon dog soup tonight,”
he said as he handed the raccoon dog to her, and set out
again to work in the field.

When the old woman began preparing to make raccoon
dog soup, the raccoon dog pleaded with her, saying,
“Please untie me and let me help you with your
housework. I promise never to do anything bad again.”
Trusting his words, the old woman untied the rope
binding the raccoon dog, but at that instant, the raccoon
dog struck the old woman and fled. The blow killed the
poor old woman.

The old man was grieving the death of his wife when a
rabbit came along. Learning why the old man was
grieving so, the rabbit said to him, “I shall get rid of the
evil raccoon dog for you,” and went off in search of the
culprit.

Upon finding the raccoon dog, the rabbit invited him,
saying, “Would you go to the mountain with me to gather
some firewood?” The two then spent some time gathering
firewood together, and when they had enough, they
headed down the mountain carrying the firewood on
their backs. The rabbit let the raccoon dog lead the way,
and struck a flint from behind with a clicking sound.
“What was that clicking sound?” the raccoon dog asked,
and the rabbit replied, “This mountain is called
Kachi-kachi-yama, so the “Kachi-kachi” clicking sound
was probably the mountain singing!” After a little while,
the firewood on the raccoon dog’s back began to burn
fiercely. “Ow! Ow!” the raccoon dog yelped and
scampered off, trying to run away from the heat.

Later, the rabbit visited the badly burned raccoon dog,
who was taking a nap. “Let me apply some ointment to
your burns,” he said, and rubbed miso paste mixed with
hot chili peppers on his back. “Owww!” the raccoon dog
screamed, as his pain increased even more.

Sometime later, when the raccoon dog’s burns had
healed, the rabbit visited the raccoon dog again, and
asked, “Would you like to go fishing with me?” The
raccoon dog replied yes, and went along with the rabbit
to the beach, where there were two boats. With the
raccoon dog rowing the larger boat, the two went out to
sea to fish. Soon, however, the raccoon dog’s boat began
to list to one side. The rabbit’s boat was made of wood,
but the raccoon dog’s boat was made of mud. The raccoon
dog yelled for help, but sunk into the sea with the boat.
The rabbit thus avenged the kind old woman’s death, so
it is said.
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