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In this new section titled “Technical Intern Life,” we will
feature various aspects of life in Japan as experienced by
technical intern trainees just like all of you, who work

and live each day to the fullest in this foreign country.

Outstanding Entries

from Past Japanese Essay Contests

As the first feature of this new section, we introduce a
past entry from a Japanese Essay Contest, which is
currently calling for entries for the 23rd year. The essay,
needless to say, was written in Japanese, and is
presented below word for word as originally written by
the applicant (furigana reading aid appended by the
editing staff). It is accompanied for the first time by a
translation, so you can enjoy the content of the essay in
your native language even if you are still a bit weak at

reading in Japanese.

[2010 First-Highest Prizel
“Liife Is Like a Cup of Tea” by Zhang Pengpeng

It is said that tea was introduced to Japan from China,
but I came to enjoy drinking tea after coming to Japan.

Japanese people customarily drink tea with their
meals. They take a sip at a time, savoring each one. In
fact, they seem to enjoy their tea so much that they
almost appear to be entranced in a dream. As the saying
goes, “Go ni ireba go ni shitagae” (Japanese saying,
meaning ‘when in Rome, do as the Romans do’). Before I
knew it, tea came to be a part of our meals at our dorm
for technical intern trainees. In the beginning, however,
I was simply following the Japanese custom of drinking
tea and did not necessarily enjoy it.

During my first year in Japan, I suffered from
the
homesickness. Once, I wanted to quit my technical

hardships at work, language Dbarrier, and
intern training so much that I had a talk with my
Japanese superior.

At that time, he poured me some tea and said to me,
“Life is actually the same as this cup of tea. If the hot
water is regarded as everyday life, we are all like tea
leaves in the hot water. Look hard and think about how
tea becomes delicious. By doing so, you’ll probably be
able to emerge from the distress you presently feel.”

I stared into the cup of tea and pondered what my

superior had said. When making a cup to tea, tea leaves
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begin swirling in the hot water. They keep fluttering and
do not settle down. However, after absorbing enough
water, they slowly settle and give off a fragrant aroma. I
began to see that in the state I was in, I was like the tea
leaves swirling in the water. I thought that I was
probably distraught over transient hardships and
loneliness.

When I calmly thought back over the past year, I
realized that there were also many things I had gained. I
had become familiar with the advanced machines at my
company, and I'd gradually come to understand the
concept of the 5Ss through everyday work. I had also
learned the “ho-ren-so” (report, contact and report) way
of working. I have not yet mastered the Japanese
language as well as I could wish, but I can now enjoy
friendly exchanges with my colleagues at work. I
thought anew, “That’s it. Each of these achievements is
my personal asset. I shall use the remaining time I have
to take advantage of this good environment and acquire
better knowledge of the

advanced technologies.”

Japanese language and

After taking a slow sip of tea holding the cup with both
hands, the tea might taste bitter at first, as though it
were the taste of distress, failure or unhappiness.
However, a faint and subtle sweetness comes out as you
savor it. I think it is the taste of happiness, success and
hope. Even while swirling around like the tea leaves, 1
believe that doing one’s best in the present is the key to
brewing a fragrant cup of tea.

In this way, I came to enjoy drinking tea every day. I
especially like watching the tea leaves dancing in the
water. It is like seeing my everyday self.

My Japanese superior poured me a cup of life. Thanks
to him, I passed the Japanese Language Proficiency Test
Level N1 last December. Sir, thank you very much. I will
be returning to my country in about six months, but I

will do the best I can until the very end.
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