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— The White Hare of Inaba — —-ﬁﬁwE%-
Once upon a time, there lived a white hare on Oki [;éuézo),%o)ljj@é %ﬁ) ;Tj“—:@bﬁfﬁe@ﬁ (fﬁ?—@

Island. To cross over to the Land of Inaba (the eastern
part of today’s Tottori Prefecture) on the opposite shore,
it called to a shark swimming in the waters, saying
“Let’s compare whether there are more of you sharks or
more of us hares. I'll count you first, so why don’t you
line up on the water?” When the sharks formed a line,
the hare stepped onto the sharks’ backs and began to
cross over to the opposite shore. Just before the hare
reached the Land of Inaba, it blurted out, “I tricked you
into lining up so I could cross the sea, and you fell for it!”
This made the sharks so angry that they stripped the
hare of all its fur.

Stripped of its fur, the hare was crying in pain on the
seashore, when a group of men passed by. The men
looked at the bare, crying hare and said to it, “Your body
will probably heal if you wash yourself in the sea and
sleep in the wind,” and moved on. The hare did exactly
as it was told, but the seawater and wind stung its raw
skin and only increased its pain. The men had lied to the
hare, tongue in cheek.

Now in greater pain than before, the hare was again
crying on the seashore, when a man carrying a heavy
load of belongings on his back passed by. The man was
the youngest brother of the men who passed by earlier,
but was lagging way behind them because he had been
ordered to carry all of their belongings. The youngest
brother, after listening to the crying hare’s story of what
had happened, told the hare, “Wash your body in fresh
water and apply cattail fluff to your body.” When the
hare did as it was told, its pain subsided, and its hair
began to grow back. This made the hare extremely
happy.

As legend has it, the youngest brother who was so kind
to the hare was Okuninushi-no-mikoto, one of the gods

who later created the country of Japan.
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