Technical Intern Life
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Introducing a Winning Entry from a Past
Japanese Composition Contest
—Where There’s a Will, There’s a Way—

[First Prize in the 2014 Japanese Composition Contest]
Circle of Kindness (Ha Tien Dung)

I was born and raised in a poor countryside town in
Vietnam. I lost my father when I was young, and my
mother suffered from poor health. For my family, and for
the growth of Vietnam, I made a major decision to come
to Japan.

I arrived in Japan on July 17, 2012. This became a
significant turning point in my life, and changed my
sense of values.

In the beginning, the sight of high-rise buildings,
which T had never seen before, the myriads of people
busily going to and fro, and the overcrowded trains made
my heart swell with excitement at the life that lay in
front of me in Japan. However, the language barrier and
my poor training progress made me homesick.

It was at this moment that the warm kindness of the
Japanese people saved me.

I go to a Japanese language class. The volunteer
teacher there who teaches me Japanese spares her own
time to teach me not only Japanese, but also about
Japanese lifestyles and daily habits, as if I were her own
child. One day I asked her, “Why do you teach Japanese
to foreigners for free?” She did not answer my question,
but smiled and said, “Study hard, and when you become
good at Japanese, please volunteer to teach Japanese to
people like yourself.” I was so moved that I could only
keep nodding.

On another day, I found a cell phone that someone had
dropped in a train station bathroom. Thinking that
someone must be looking for it, I immediately took it to
the station office, but did not leave my telephone
number.

The next day, when I told a senior colleague at work
about the incident, he said, “Dung-san, you are like a
Japanese. Why didn’t you leave your telephone number?”
I think it was an instance where the “Japanese spirit”
that I learned in Japan naturally came out.

In Japan, I often see people picking rubbish off the
street, people helping others who seem to be lost, and

people who report found property to the lost and found.
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These are deep learning experiences that teach me that
we could be happy by doing unto others or doing a good
deed without expecting to gain anything from it.

My three-year technical training in Japan has gone by
very quickly, and is about to finish. Having come to
Japan has greatly changed the way I live and think. I
have kept close to heart the expression, “where there’s a
will, there’s a way,” as I engaged in technical training at
work and applied myself to studying Japanese for three
hours every morning before work. Eventually, my efforts
bore fruit, and I passed Level 2 of the Japanese
Language Proficiency Test. I cried for the first time after
coming to Japan.

I have a dream right now. After I return to Vietnam, I
I learned in

wish to spread the “circle of kindness”

Japan.

In the “Information on Technical Intern Training”
section in this issue, we put out a call for entries for the
25th Japanese Composition Contest, so in this section,
we introduced a winning entry from a previous contest.
The essay describes how the technical intern trainee
initially became homesick after coming to Japan, but
experienced the “Japanese spirit” and ultimately came to
hold a dream. It was selected among the winners of the
First Prize in the 23rd Japanese Composition Contest.

All of you have probably also felt and realized many
things in your daily lives in Japan, far away from your
home country. At the awards ceremony for last year’s
contest, the chairman of the awards committee
commented that the winning entries of the First Prize
probably touched the readers’ hearts particularly
profoundly with their strong wish to communicate a
specific joy or realization that the writers experienced in
Japan. It may be a difficult challenge, but we invite you
to write a Japanese essay and enter the contest, too. As
stated in the essay introduced above, “where there’s a
will, there’s a way,” and your efforts are sure to bear
fruit.

*In Japanese, the essay is printed exactly as written by
the technical intern trainee, with furigana added by

the editorial department.

(“Let’s Cook and Eat the Tastes of the Season!” is on

hiatus for this issue.)
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