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Message from the President

It 1s my honor to hold the 20th Japanese Essay Contest, which has been supported by many
enthusiastic and talented participants since it started in 1993. The contest originally began in
response to many sectors’ request to know the honest feelings of trainees (technical intern trainees) .
Our initial objective was merely to let trainees state their opinions and express their feelings candidly
without stress or pressure, and in the past 20 years we have received more than 38,000 essays. 1
express my sincerely gratitude that this success is solely thanks to the enthusiasm and determination
of the technical intern trainees and trainees for acquiring Japanese language . And it is also thanks to
the warm and sincere support of the implementing organizations and supervising organizations, and
all others who have been involved in this program.

In the 20th Contest this year, we have received 4,082 essays from technical intern trainees all over
Japan. Following 3 stages of impartial evaluation, we selected 4 essays as the first prize, 4 essays as
the second prize, 24 essays as the third prize, 2 essays as the 20th anniversary special prize, and 27
essays as the honorable mention. The special prize is established to commemorate this 20th contest;
we decided to award it to encourage and promote further learning. We hope you would read this
“The Award-winning Essays Collection” with 61 works.

Technical intern trainees and trainees live in Japan far away from their home country, and the
culture and customs are completely different from their own. They strive to acquire techniques,
expertise and knowledge that will benefit the industries and economy of their country. Their ability to
communicate with the Japanese people around them is extremely important not only for the technical
Intern training and training but also for their everyday lives so that they stay in good condition,
mentally and physically, and achieve their goals efficiently and safely. If they can communicate with
Japanese people in Japanese, it helps them feel fulfilled in their lives and therefore helps them thrive
in their technical intern training and training programs.

Meanwhile, JITCO's activities have been acknowledged to serve the public interest, and thus the
Prime Minister authorized JITCO as a public interest incorporated foundation. Since April 1, 2012,
JITCO, as a public interest incorporated foundation, has been providing comprehensive support and
services to help develop technical intern training and training programs for the participants. This
Japanese Essay Contest is an important part of our support to improve the Japanese language skills of
technical intern trainees and trainees.

I hope that this essay collection will not only make technical intern trainees and trainees more
Interested in the Japanese language, but also help those people and organizations who have few
opportunities to interact with technical intern trainees and trainees to understand them more.

October 2012

Shotaro Tochigi
President

Japan International Training Cooperation Organization
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Applications and Screening

1. Total number of essays received : 4,082

Breakdown by Nationality

China 3,430
Vietnam 358
Indonesia 188
Philippines 57
Mongolia 19
Thailand 13
Nepal 13
Cambodia 2
Laos 1
Sri Lanka 1

2. Screening Process

As In previous years, screening was performed in three stages. The first stage consisted of
JITCO staff selecting the top 61 essays based on content and Japanese language proficiency. Then
in the second stage, 37 essays were selected based on overall appraisal by five JITCO executives.
Final screening was performed by the Final Review Panel consisting of five judges including
external experts, who deliberated and selected 4 first prize-winning essays, 4 second prizes, 24

third prizes, 2 twentieth anniversary special prizes and honorable mentions.

Final Review Panel
Chief : Keiko Nishio
(President, Association for Japanese-Language Teaching)
Member : Hideharu Tsubota
(Executive Director and Secretary General, The Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry)
Member : Yoichi Sekino
(Professor, Department of Humanities, Faculty of Humanities, Yamanashi Eiwa College)
Member : Shotaro Tochigi
(President, Japan International Training Cooperation Organization)
Member : Michiaki Sada

(Executive Vice-President, Japan International Training Cooperation Organization)
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Summary from the Panel

Keiko Nishio
Chief of the Panel

JITCO’s Japanese Essay Contest celebrates its 20th anniversary this year. There is a Japanese saying:
persevering through something difficult makes you stronger. I have never felt that saying is true until I
look back at the last 20 years of this contest. Initially, we started with only 202 entries. However, in some
years, we had over 4,000 and the highest was as many as 5,892 entries in one year.

After the Great East Japan Earthquake last year, many foreign technical intern trainees around the
disaster area left Japan. In fact, we only received 3,814 essays to the contest last year. However, this
number climbed back up to 4,082 this year. One of the reasons is that some of the foreign technical intern
trainees who had left Japan came back. Also, the number of countries from which we receive essays has
been increasing in recent years.

Needless to say, writing an essay in a language other than your own is an unbelievably challenging task.
Many people acquire a foreign language enough to understand and communicate simple subjects, but to
write an entire essay in a foreign language is much harder task altogether. Furthermore, they have to
learn how to properly use kanji, hiragana and katakana, and know about many other linguistic restrictions
to write a single essay. It makes Japanese language particularly difficult to acquire for learners. For
people from other countries that do not use kanji, it is such a challenge that requires a great deal of effort
that native kanji users cannot even imagine.

This year, 3 of the 4 winners of the first prize were from Vietnam, the Philippines and Indonesia, all of
which are countries that do not use kanji. This is a point I really wanted to mention in this summary .

Mr. Truong Van Thiet, a stonemason from Vietnam, is one of the first-prize winners. He wrote about
the pride he feels in his work . Particularly, he described the joy and pride he felt when he saw the stones
he cut being used all over Japan. His feelings are not just superficial; seeing his work used in reality makes
him remember the hard process and challenges during his work, and that makes him feel a special
attachment to his job and pride in his own work. His solid and confident writing helps readers really feel
what he feels.

Another first-prize winner is Ms. Rabulan Kristel Bonaobra from the Philippines. In her essay, she says
the technical intern training program is not just to learn skills and language, but it is also to interact with
people and learn their culture. She says that what is important is that she matures through the technical
Intern training program. She is determined to continue learning and eventually go back to the Philippines
and tell the followers all about her experience in this program.

Another first-prize winner is Mr. Mohammad Deny Safari from Indonesia. He wrote about his passion
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to pass his precious experience in Japan to people after going back to Indonesia, by teaching them Japanese
language and telling the culture. He feels that teaching people in Indonesia Japanese language is the first
necessary step that he would take. His words are very convincing when he describes how he wants to pass
on to people his valuable experience in Japan and what he felt in his heart during his stay in Japan.

The other first-prize winner is Ms. Xu Li Min from China. She wrote about her frightening experience
at the time of the Great East Japan Earthquake. Her writing is very vivid when describing how people
were helping each other evacuate right after the earthquake, and she also wrote she was struck when she
saw Japanese people help each other. She came back to Japan once the company she had worked at
resumed its business after the earthquake, and yet another time she saw how businesses and lives steadily
recover through people’s kindness and cooperation. She was very touched by the whole experience, and
how Japanese people put others before themselves without questioning.

All of these 4 winners were very observing, aware and mindful during their stay for the technical intern
training in Japan. They also realize how important it is for them to take their experience back home and
tell the people around them about the valuable lessons they learned in Japan.

When I look back at the 20 years of this essay contest, I am in awe of how powerful and influential this
contest is. It is the result of JITCO’s continuous effort to keep it going. JITCO's primary objective is
promoting and contributing to the proper implementation of the technical intern training, not teaching
Japanese to foreigners. Yet, they realize the importance of Japanese language. I am impressed what
JITCO tells to technical intern trainees: (D the most important thing is to learn Japanese language, and
understand the Japanese people and their technique and culture; @ but it is also important to learn
Japanese people’s perspectives and way of life through learning the language; ® and it is the technical
intern trainees’ responsibility to tell the followers back home everything they learned and saw in Japan.

To celebrate the 20th anniversary, this year we have added a special prize, the 20th anniversary special
prize. Our aim for this prize was to award the essay that successfully describes the details of what the
technical intern trainee learned during the program. In other words, we do not place much importance on
linguistic accuracy and excellence, but we put more importance on how the essay content vividly portrays

the writer’s life during the program.

For the last 20 years, I have served as the Chief of the Panel and shared all of the excitement and
dynamic energy with everyone each year. I can now say with confidence that the essay quality has been
getting higher and higher each year, and it has kept Japanese people around conscious of their own
language. JITCO had an extremely deep understanding of this, for which I am personally very grateful.

Lastly, the door has already opened to a new year. With my deepest wishes that JITCO’s staff will
continue to carry on this wonderful project with their youthful energy and passion, I have submitted my
resignation letter. Even after I leave, I will always support JITCO's activities to serve the public interest.

I am extremely grateful for everyone’s kindness for the last 20 years. Thank you very much.
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