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Message from the President

After returning home, trainees and technical intern trainees are expected to use the various skills,
techniques and knowledge they learn to contribute to the economic and industrial development of
their home countries, as well as improve their personal careers. In order to get used to the different
customs and traditions in Japan while maintaining a healthy body and mind towards achiering
one’s goals, it is necessary to develop Japanese language skills for the purpose of communication. Japan
International Training Cooperation Organization (JITCO) implements various projects to support
the development of trainees and technical intern trainees Japanese language skills, and the familiar
Japanese Essay Contest is one of these important projects.

This year is the 18th contest, and we have received 5,173 essays. Using an impartial screening
procedure, 4 first prizes, 5 second prizes, 23 third prizes and 29 honorable mentions were selected for
a total of 61 prize-winning entries included in this booklet.

As we honor the participants in the contest, we would like to express our deepest gratitude to the
accepting organizations and everyone who supported the trainees and technical intern trainees’
entries.

We hope that this booklet will motivate trainees and technical intern trainees Japanese studies as
well as help to create a deeper understanding of the Industrial Training and Technical Intern Training
Program for the people of related organizations and those who do not have the opportunity to interact

daily with trainees and technical intern trainees.

October 2010

Shotaro Tochigi
President

Japan International Training Cooperation Organization
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Applications and Screening

1. Total number of essays received: 5,173

Breakdown (1)Status Trainees 1,702
Technical intern trainees 3,471

( 2 ) Nationality China 4,480
Vietnam 395

Indonesia 171

Philippines 79

Thailand 26

Nepal 8

Mongolia 7

Laos 4

Sri Lanka 2

Cambodia 1

2. Screening procedure

As in previous years, screening was performed in three stages. The first stage consisted of JITCO
staff selecting the top essays based on content and Japanese language proficiency. Then in the second
stage, 32 essays were selected based on overall appraisal by five JITCO General Managers. Final
screening was performed by the final review panel consisting of five judges including external experts,

who deliberated and selected 4 first prize-winning essays, 5 second prizes and 23 third prizes.

Final review panel
Chief: Keiko Nishio
(Chair of the Board, Association for Japanese-Language Teaching)
Member: Hideharu Tsubota
(Executive Director and Secretary General, The Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry)
Member: Yoichi Sekino
(Professor, Yamanashi Eiwa College, Department of Humanities, Field of Information Media)
Member: Shotaro Tochigi
(President, Japan International Training Cooperation Organization)
Member: Michiaki Sada

(Executive Vice-President, Japan International Training Cooperation Organization)
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Summary from the Panel

Keiko Nishio
Chief Judge of the panel

This year, the summer heat in Japan was particularly intense. On the day of final screening of the first,
second and third prize essays from more than 5,000 entries, Tokyo was subjected to unbelievable heat
from the sun and I had to cross a major thoroughfare while I had a cool towel wrapped around my neck and
I was getting short of breath.

18 years ago, who could have imagined that trainees and technical intern trainees would have become
proficient enough to write a collection of splendid essays such as this. At first, both applicants and the
associated Japanese people who warmly try to help applicants essays were not accustomed to these
writings. Their struggles could clearly be seen on paper. In other words, it was easy to see whether or not a
Japanese person had assisted in the writing of the essays by the trainees.

But not now. Despite not being perfect, from the beginning to the end of their writings they have become
capable of thinking and writing in their own Japanese. And not just certain groups, everyone involved has
been able to master and raise their proficiency level in all areas.

Now then, Mr. Zhang Peng Peng's essay with the intriguing title of “Life is Like Tea” skillfully expresses
the hardships and difficulties of his life in Japan through a comparison with the bitterness of tea, while
comparing hopes and feelings of fulfillment to the refreshing flavor of tea. The astonishment of his superior
at his equating life to tea was wonderful. But he has a sharp sensitivity to experiences in comparisons with
current circumstances being like leaves circling in hot water that gradually sink in and produce a pleasant
fragrance. This reminds me of many Chinese poets who looked at tea leaves and read poetry. The most
outstanding part is the conclusion of the essay about his superior pouring him the tea of life.

Mr. Hao Jin writes with clear handwriting and proper grammar in “A Treasure After Two Years . He
expresses his attitude of at first finding daily journal entries tedious, but then gradually changing his way of
thinking about journals. It proves that his Japanese has reached its current level through writing starting
six months before he came to Japan and continued for one year after he arrived.

The essay “Pointing and Calling Confirmation in Japan” by Mr. Nguyen The Dung from Vietnam clearly
shows life in Japan as a technical intern trainee. He takes failures to heart, and then takes in the spirit of
Japanese product quality management to produce no further faulty products no matter what. It was an
essay that gives imagery of pointing and calling confirmation being spread to various places in Vietnam in
the future.

Ms. Mi Nian Feng's “Precious Treasures in My Heart” accounts an occurrence that happened during a

_5_



setback in her life in Japan that became an opportunity for the beginnings of exchanges with a Japanese
neighbor and led to changes for both people. Mutual understanding rather than being one-sided makes this
a treasure. Ms. Mi is the youngest person to submit an essay this year, but her essay has left a lasting lesson
for the related parties in Japan.

Including this year, the total number of JITCO essays has reached 30,337 and of those the particularly
excellent works are contained in this booklet. When looking back over the writings about learning to
understand Japanese culture while learning the techniques of Japan, another lasting result from the JITCO
essay contest can be seen. This result is that through the strong link from Japan to the cultures of the

writers, a new culture is created from the mutual learning of one another.
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