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Message from the President

After returning home, the foreign trainees and technical interns who come to Japan are expected to
use the various skills and knowledge they learn to contribute to the economic and industrial
development of their home countries, as well as improve their personal careers. In order to get used to
the different customs and traditions in Japan while maintaining a healthy body and efficiently working
towards one’s goals, it is first necessary to develop Japanese language skills for the purpose of
communication. JITCO sponsors various projects to support the development of trainees and technical
interns’ Japanese language skills, and the familiar Japanese Essay Contest is one of these important
projects.

This year is the 16th contest, and we have received 4,646 essays. Using an impartial screening
procedure, 4 first prizes, 4 second prizes, 26 third prizes, and 29 honorable mentions were selected for
a total of 63 prize-winning entries included in this booklet.

As we honor the participants in the contest, we would like to express our deepest gratitude to the
accepting organizations and everyone who supported the trainees and technical interns’ entries.

We hope that this booklet will motivate the trainees and technical interns’ Japanese studies as well as
help create a deeper understanding of the Industrial Training and Technical Internship Program for the
people of the accepting/sending organizations and those who do not have the opportunity to interact

daily with the trainees and technical interns.

October 2008

Toshio Takano
President

Japan International Training Cooperation Organization
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Applications and Screening

1. Total number of essays received: 4,646

Breakdown a. Status Trainees 2,156
Technical interns 2,490

b. Nationality China 4,107

Vietnam 268

Indonesia 141

Thailand 66

Philippines 53

Mongolia 9

Papua New Guinea
Bangladesh 1

2. Screening procedure

As in the previous year, screening was performed in three stages. The first stage consisted of JITCO
staff selecting the top 63 essays based on Japanese language proficiency. Then in the second stage, 29
essays were selected based on overall appraisal by five JITCO executives. Final screening was
performed by the final review panel consisting of five judges including external experts, who

deliberated and selected 4 first prize-winning essays, 4 second prizes, and 26 third prizes.

Final review panel

Chief: Keiko Nishio

(Chair of the Board, Association for Japanese-Language Teaching)

Member: Hideharu Tsubota

(Executive Director, The Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry)

Member: Yoichi Sekino

(Professor, Yamanashi Eiwa College, Department of Humanities, Field of Information Media)
Member: Toshio Takano

(President, Japan International Training Cooperation Organization)

Member: Michiaki Sada

(Executive Vice-President, Japan International Training Cooperation Organization)
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Summary from the Panel

Keiko Nishio
Chief Judge of the panel

Similar to last year, during an intense July heat wave a large stack of essays awaiting evaluation
was delivered to my house from the JITCO essay contest staff. As I got down to reading them, I
could see a general trend in the essays this year which caused me to reflect somewhat on my status
as a long-standing JITCO essay contest judge. Specifically, I have always said that “Feel, think, and
express for yourself. Instead of an abstract argument, recreate situations that have a specific view,
allowing your intentions as a writer to be accepted directly. It is also desirable for your impressions
to get through.” However, this may have been saying a bit much. This is because I felt that many
essays had individuality rather than just impressions of training conditions and places of
work/internship.

From these, Mr. Nguyen Van Huy of Vietnam’s comparisons of two countries’ customer service
attitudes in “The Japanese Customer Service That Vietnamese People Should Study” did not just
point out differences. The essay gave a deep impression of an inquisitive analysis of why Vietnam
has become the way it is. The writer concludes the essay with a desire for Vietnamese people to read
it and sympathize so that Japanese customer service can be brought to Vietnam. In Ms. Hong Yan
Yan’s essay “Something I bought for Four Yen”, the title first draws in the reader’s interest, and the
content gives both natural and detailed imagery of life in Akita. The episodes have realism, and while
the writer wants to express gratitude there is frustration at being unable to immediately and
accurately do so in Japanese. The writer frankly relays how this experience was used as an
opportunity to have a change of heart and start to diligently learn Japanese. After submitting an essay
last year, Ms. Wen Xiao Shu’s efforts this year have finally been rewarded with a first prize. The title
“A Clear World” presents imagery of a marvelous future, and the content likewise presents an
intention to help create a world with clear skies through the use of skills and environmental issues
learned in Japan to advance both it and the writer’s home country, all written in skillful Japanese.

As one can guess from the title, Ms. Deng Hong Yan’s “My Training Marathon” contains
descriptions of many long and persevering experiences in overcoming difficulty while running
through a training marathon. Training for sewing work takes the form of a metaphor, but the content
makes one very curious as to what the author really wants to say.

There were many excellent entries among the prize-winning essays this year. The one by Mr. Heri

Kuswanto of Indonesia, whose visa ran out before the awarding ceremony and had to return home,



“When in Rome, Do as the Romans Do” remained in my mind. It showed the discovery of Japanese
mannerisms while introducing Indonesian customs, providing a mutual respect for foreign culture.

The JITCO essay contest is a wonderful opportunity to learn the thoughts of the trainees and
technical interns. The fact that they can create such warm compositions during their limited time in
their daily lives is not because they are using Japanese as a simple tool, it can only be because they
have acquired it as culture. The contest has become an event for the trainees, technical interns and
accepting organizations to thoroughly spread the importance of language learning to related parties
all over Japan.

As I 'look forward to next year’s essays, I will continue to hope that the efforts of the trainees and

technical interns will become one of the forces behind the creation of Japan’s future.
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